
. . . . . . 

Purepecha commuriiti~•JightJo su•rvive: 
' . 

By Brian Levinson ------------~------------ f.lshamien :off . pain~ ho~s for a living._ 
the.shores of In ~at_ respect, he is .no_~ Ve!)' 

The Purepecha of Lake :.J'ahltzlo lsl_an~ different from his• Purepec~a 
Patzcuaro in the state of _r~f~th.el:r . :qeighbors who-~ crossing_ oyer 
Michoacan have spoken the same · • ~utte~y nets In_ · • to the· Uiiited States in droves.· "In 
1 • d Ii d • th il eearch • of carp, · thi • t f th • · · anguage an_ ve m e same v - . ·whltttflstrand . s area, m~s o e .young men 
lages for l,OOOyears. The ruins of .-··c·ha'rales. Janltzio are wo_rking in the U.S.," says 
their once great ceremonial centers , drawtf more , • Quigley. . • 
still decorate the horizon. • ,.iouris~ ,v .. ry •• • Dago Monµes .o~~tes a mini-
• But younger generations are not .. .. year,: even as-:• bus around. the lake. He .returned 
learning m~ch of the .native ·-.. ~ 8~'8 of 1¥'4 4t. October· 2004 aft~r spendi.ng 
tongue, and the Purepecha w~y of ..:.. . -~J~e-~t, · . . . more than -a ·decade in OregQn, 
ll·~e· does not alwa.ys hannon1·ze · ~riile-:-,e·.ln • • • • •.. 1 hi hlik N rth. C 1= ... h be 11 

• search·'of Jobs. • W c_ · e O -~Olllla a_s -
with modem ·.Mexican society. . . ., •. . • . • • come ·a destination· for m.igr~t 

Arminda F;lores Luc~ was born . . Her ~qther, Doiia Martha gav~· • II r o·u are- ~ir.~d~. 'n .sh_e- s.ays... workers from Micboacan.' - . • 
to a. Purepecha_ family in-Patz~ • buth to -15 chil~n, su ~f ~hom_ ... -~•-n~-~eat Y'?U µke .a prpstitute; 'I . • . "I di~•r~pealqmy ~glish dur­
cuaro. She currently lives wilb_her : passed ;away. She· .died of ·cancer c.ouldri'.fg9, out-on-tbe·sµ-eet_with- ing. th·e: first-year. J wenr 'to 
second husban~· a U.S. C\~11, in, in i 993-at 54 years ·old .. Her hus-. ·out-pec;,p~e ·saying µasty :t1ung~. tQ • McDonald's arid tried t(to~~ef a 
a ranch c;,uts.i~e of ~ incµg~n~s • b~d quick· drinking saon after,_· . nie."··Slie callsit:a'. character-defin- . bamb~er. -But they di<~1itf im~r­
vill~ge· ~~ed-piuatzio; :• .. . • .~d continues to attend.his Ale.a- ing:$~ b(her)ife, .. • • .• •. · • •• ··". stand-,:and served me 15;~ htfsay~. 

_Ai 11 y~ars-<?ld,._Flores _wa_s · .holicsAno~ymoµs:meetingsevery .... :, ~etbici·~g~.to'c~g~at23 .··_ueagr~~-~Ariniii~Fiores 
takefi·ip by a-~c;ll-to-do -~st,.· .night. .. ·.: . •• > • ·. . .- .. ye~·oldwh~n)~ilJ\bierie~.to~.;.: that, d~spittfhigh:rates ofinunl~ 
Marcos Huerta,"and -~s. wµ-e.-.~he .• FJQr_e·s, like ... ~~~y .. young ist,)~eyin Quigley~·.came by.want~. gra~(?ri,.villages lik~.-lh~tzio will 
·lived fo~t years _wi~h :tht_in in ,-J>ute~ba, •. eloped with' lier·boy- ingto:-hear'p~.~~-th¢-t>uiepecha • ~ontinue tc;, exist-thariksto strong 
P~tzcuaro, Mt;Xico Ci~ and-later friend ~:order t9_ avoid·p~ymg·f~r. • • music that flof~s::si.rigs! They_ f~ • traditions that ·c:µaw emigres back 
Guadalajara. "l-come.frofu-a'poor ~ ex~µ~jye trliqltional wedding. iJi lovtflm,d'm;µned within;,a y~ar .• every year.,:' ·_.: -:-· ·. -. 
~amily. This was the only way to B:utit was1lll a)>u~iv.e marriage ~d . • :In the~P_atzcuar~. lakes!~e c,~m~ • , The hilly. is.land qf Janjtzio, 
get out ~f the hou~ and away from she 1~. Ij~f husband 'while ·preg- ·-m~ties~ ~ve~ iAestizo .M~xicans:, crown~d by a statue of re~l hero 
ari alcoholic· father and a ·neurotic nant with their: second· child. • • -:.· mqch tes·s w.Jii.te·Am:erl~~s ~~ Jose Maria Morelos, is·.perhaps the . 
mother. ft . . • Tl!~ coµun~ty. ~h~¢g_ he,r. : . ·.are._.dubb_eittoutj~ts: ~But; Quigley focal ~int of Lake ~atzcu~ tra-

• •• • • = • • • • -· .· . • : decided to liv(' :here ~wftb-Flores.· ·dition. Every November, thoµ-· 

B&B'~~~~~--• ••• ,·-~--b-~-=~~ 
c ; s · · • b K · • Qu' 1 . ~ . .I.Jllre-v;~Qus mam~ge,. celebration. . 

_asa, ~tiago, rll!} • ~- evm _. lg -~Y . . · · S u_c 'l~ •. ~w up in;the '\iiU~~l,~iiliara:iso: · . But ·at least during the -resJ of 
an attractive -bed and breakfast Just five mmutes from Ihuatz10 and • arried Pur :· J{ :. ,, -···.·.:.- • th . . · J ... • .• '·· .'. • ·· ·''· 'lilc 
twenty·-mhlute_s from the._city of. PatzC¥~o. . • • . ; : .. -~ ·Q ·g1· ~ .• ... ~dp~Fl-: a·~woh~~_.littl:.. . e·ye~, am~Q:~:ri mor~ e: 

"It' fi • • 1 th •. • • · deli • th . ". Q .. y· · .... w ey an.. or~s ave e. a-tounst trap set-WI . a murky. 
"b. fisntho~- orwhpe~p_e; at_w~r-roetlis~}---lr !Cb. q .:~µ_e.S, .sar-~di't»~.e.r,. ?'by.'.:.tittl~ ·convened th~ii -ranch ·1ate;The'whicimt.s~ee~tlpto_th~· 

ut. ~r ose. oenJoyw gto e ~e;-: e~gne~~m ge~ou~. 'h ·e··· ·t. ··......,.n+:....:·bed •. d· ·M·· 1 •. tatu. ·· ·a1m· · t. · 
ill • --d ~. lin·. . :h . ..J.,:th' • ture" n • • : • • . • ' QUS 1D O ~ al."""-'UV~. an. . ore OS s e. ·aJ'-C . . 98 _.com':" v age an 1cc gm· annony· ,...~ na · · · · · · · · · • . . · ~. · · · · ., 
•·Q ··g1· • h. be· thin f . : ...,. •• f. th arts. ~th-· • • : • breakfast .(see sidebar). Quigley. • pletely lined with-tourist stalls sell-. . ·w ey as. corneso~e go _ap.a:uono. e . ;w1_ anency- • .

1 
• .,·. · .. :~ .. · :··· ~

1
-. ·f· • ·.-· · - .. , ~_:·,.·. 

1 pedi kn 'led fth f;', edciaftsih't. • d d ld·· Lak a so.returns .eve1'y-coup e o. - •,.- ,- • 
• C O . _ C . • ow . . g~ ?-. e -~ • _. . a ~e ,ma e ~ so . ·in e:·. 'monthsto~.San Fi-micisco· where he· Pure~h. a.• 00 's.· 
Patzc~ .cottunumttcs. He leads ·tow:s by request.. • .. · . . · • • • • • • • • • • ' • .· ,..~-.. --- ,,. 

Only'_a sh9.rt ~ve·away ~~.tb~'1iuatzio ~<:ha~olosi¢al .~on~,'_.otie,_of. 
the Plirepech~'s ,~~ ·.~eremo~afcenters:in _pre-llispmuc :times. J)e- . 
excavate~ ·po~o~: of ·1:11~·.site' ~on~ains ~-·expansfv~ "Parade· Qr9~nd''. ._': Purepecha from-, 
and twQ rectan~lar pytaihl9s~ • : • · · •. · · • • · 

Casa Santiago is loc~ted. on the Foad betwe~·Q lliu~tzin. a'nd • ing t-shirts, clotfr knapsacks, pi­
~ucuchucho. Call (134)3440_880 (hµ1:d iine);_.4433766942 (ce'1) or1og ~ated CDs and kitschy religion.; 
-~nto WWW.geocities.com/theotherm~xico for_ D;lOre information~. images. 

• "You don't f~l very isolated~" 
says Janitzio native-Victor Gabriel 
Martinez who sells food and drink 
near the statue. "Life is here kind 
of like in the city, exception con­
struction wo~ is_ a lot more expen­
sive." Materials must be trans­
ported by boat and then hauled up 
the hillside. 
. Just as on lakeside communi-

ties, scbool~.in Janitzip ar.e mQstly 
in Spanish even if the kids grew 
up ·speaking Purepecha. . 

"Tourism is the inain. source of 
emp~oymcnt" saysMartinez, "and· 
th~ minority are fisherman. II But 
an ever-growing number of island­
ers are heading off to the United 
States. Off.:hand he was able to 
name six friends and relatives. 

They come back with a Jot of 
money, but ck>ilot always tax,w bow 
to spend it. "Many go over there, 
return with cash but then drink a lot 
and are left with n~thing." • □ 
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