Has the PRI learned its lesson? -

Come November, Mexico’s three main political parties will have chosen their
candidates to run in next year's presidential election.
series, The REPORTER asks senior figures from the
state of Jalisco what their parties:can offer Mexi

By Brian Levinson _
The head of the Party of the In-
stitutional Revolution (PRI) in

Jalisco is Javier Galvan Guerrero. - |

The 38-year-old, who also serves
as a diputado federal (national

congressman), describes himself - :

PHI, PAN-and PRD
can voters.

In the first of a three-part
in the

as amember of the PRT's younger, | .

more reform-minded generation
that hapes to guide the party back
into presidential power.

The 2000 election, which ended
seven decades of authoritarian fule

by the PRI, helped the party:

evolve, Galvan told The Colony
REPORTER. "It gave us a reason

1o be. Before, the president of the

evublic used to make vertical de-
cisions over the party. Now the
paity has shed that anchdr and
functions with autonomy and free.
delvrmination.”. : :

But has the PRI reinvented it-
self? Some of its most controver:
sial figures of old, known collec-
tively as dinasours, are’still on the
scene. Morgover, the party's -
agenda remains a blur of-ideologi-.
cal brushstrokes, at the expense of
specific pelicies and well-planned
Initiatives, ;

"We are openiﬁg‘up, asa poiit_i.—- ,

cal party to the center, focusing our”
ideological definition with fenden.-
cies toward the market and com--
mercial openness," said Galvan,
even though the PRI has spent the
last five years blocking liberaliz-
Ing economic Packages in the na- |
tional congress. ~
‘The PRI has traditiodally
sought to.balance social welfare
concermns, with market-friendly
business practices, and usuaily

falls short on. both counts. There

is no better. example of that tight--,
rTope than PEMEX, the heavily in-.
debted state-owned. oil firm,-with.
a terrible environmental. record,
that-hascontinually:failed to.pro-..
vide consur'ner's-Withfhffor'daBl‘Sf‘
gas prices. ~ - e ,‘2

“Javier Galvan Guerrero, p / col
Jalisco, stands in front of a poster of' -tests. The PRI's top
national party leader Roberto Madrazo.
He believes his party can wrest the
Presidency back from the PAN in 2006, '

- It was bankrupt, and to-

~ most productive compa-
nies in the world."

.| this to happen to
| 'PEMEX." RSP
| "Wewantthe govern-

| - and i
Tstru ‘;tlﬁg'f.ﬁ}a:rtyer”-than
"I Car os”Slim ‘or some
| Arab," added'Galvan. .
@ | - Butwithayearleft to
the 2006 presidential
| - election, the question of -

"Ithink it has to be modernizeéd

not privatized;" ‘said Galvan. He

.embraced the idea of foreign in-

vestment, but only for certair pro-

cedures — like refinement ‘and -

technology upgrades — and riever.

tn.such, quantities that it would

wrest.control _fr_om?me state.
* "There js' an-antecedent,"-said
Ruben Vazquez ianiassistant sec-

retary-at PRI Jalisco. "Before it -
was sold, Telefonos de Mexico -

(TELMEX) functioned in the red.
: ¢ BT RS
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resident of PRI

gressmen who consider him &'

..._corrupt govemance. o
He won the 1994 Tabasco gu- |
beﬁnatorja]_rgce despite wide- ;
Spread accusations of fraud *THat
would not be such an indictment |

fiddle to popularity con-
presidential contender
-and its national presi-
dent, Roberto Madrizo,

. is'a polemic figure but |
has the party's best name recogni- |

tion.” - G T o
. Madrazo is challénged by 2

group of PRI governors and con-

party dinosaur, left'over from the
days of electoral shenanigans and

* day it is one of the five -

He concluded, with |
irony, "We ‘don't want -
| mentitself to modernize |

tove the infra- |

oil is playing ‘second |
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of character, given the shady poli-

tics of the era, except that Madrazo
is said to have spent more than 30
times the legal limit on the race —
a whopping 135 dollars per vote
— with much of the funding from
a corrupt banker.

"The survival of the Tabascan'
reﬂects the worst of the Mexi-

cans," was the verdict in a scath-
ing candidate profile published in

the Guadalajara daily, Mural, last -
week. Madrazo is "capable of in-

spmng fear, but mcapable of in-
spiring conﬁdence |

And he has done little to im-
prove his image. This past year he

played an mstrumental role in the
legally dubious effort to drsquahfy _

Mexico City Mayor Andres

Manuel Lopez Obrador from the

2006. presrdentlal elecnon

It so. happens that Lopez :
Obrador, a member of the Party of

the Democratic Revolution (PRD),
was the Joser of the Tabasco con-
test in 1994, and stopped at noth-
ing to prove that Madrazo cheated
him out of the prize. '
The PRI's electoral council will
decide July 15 whether to hold an
open primary or a closed assem-

bly vote: Madrazo is hoping: forthe
latter. He has spent the last five
years gathermg support from part'y‘
functionaries around the country. -

Javier Galvan is probably. .

among them. He has not thrown

his support behind any candldate,

just yet, but his affinity for

- Madrazo is clear. The reformrst,‘,_
young. blood is fallmg in step. be- .

hind the old guard \

. What the PRI values. is style
over substance and personahty
over po]rcy Even putting aside
conﬂlct W1th1n the PRI 1tse1f

Galvan had a drﬂ:'icult t1me drstm- ‘
gurshmg the PRI from 1ts nval par- A
£ [ S Ry

Asked how the PRI specifically
dlffers with the ruling Party of
National Action (PAN), he could

' only say, "The PAN has its histori-

cal begmmngs on the’ nght, and
some cases the ultra-nght On the
other hand, we are center-left." -
There are; of course, tanglble _’
d1fferences between Mexico's

" three ma]or parties, but far be it
" from PRF poht1c1ans 0 explam
- them. Defining a political platform

risks ahenatmg segments of the

populauon and the PRI still wants
to represent “the entire population.

The party has spent the last 70 °
years trying’ to accommodate as |
many people as possrble on board

(its ship — by allowmg each of )
.them to see the party as they

wanted to. (Hence Galvan's vague‘
references to left, nght and center

- on'the political spectrum.)

That sh1p proved too heavy, ’

: over-crowded and no longer very“

functlonal But can the PRI, and

" especrally its younger generatlon,'

finally streamline operations and
develop a democratlc 1dent1ty" Q
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