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Searching for the 'master race' ·in _Mexico 
By Brian Levlnsoa 

Nazism is making headlines of 
late. Last week, an offidal memo­
rial event in Germany for the 1945 
Dresden bombings was overshad­
owed by a 2,000-persoo strong 
m»-Nazi march. Then there was 
Great Britain's Prince Henry -
more stupid than fascist - wear­
ing a Nazi uniform to a costume • 
party in Jan~. 

There am stains of Nazism in 
Gua6atajara as ~ell~ and one need 

ever, are more than willing to em­
brace Nazi comparisons. The ar­
ticles posted on their official 
Internet web site make for inter­
esting reading ... We the National 
Socialists want to transform our 
country into a strong and predomi­
nantly white nation,·• wrote one 
·member who signed his name 
Santos Chapa. 

"Our white families," be contin­
ued. "deserve a world where they are 
respected for the color of their skin, 
not like here in Mexico, where to be 
white is a sign of displeasure and 
bate on the part of communist lndi-

• · ans and loathsome Jews ... 

the middle to upper classes of 
Guadalajara. 

Some elite families in the city, 
though not Nazi, practice a radi­
cal conservatism that borders on 
fascism. The private Uoiveniidad 
Autonoma.<le Guadalajara. for ex­
ample, is an institution rumored to 
be run by Opus Dei Catholics, 
where Marxists texts are forbid­
den, and students and teachers 
considered subversive - leftist or 
gay - are chased away. 

• only head to a tiaoguis or open-air 
market to find them. Whether it's 
the Tiaoguis Cultural on Satur- • 
days, or the daily bazaars in Plaza 
Tapatia, there are several vendors 
who sell t-sbirts and key chains 
dlecorated with·swastilcas, in some 
cases along with Nazi literature. 

Pholoby8L8Ylnlon 
A house dating back to the 1930a on Celle Francia la decorated with 
forward and reverse awutlkaa. The c,wner and architect, Affonao 
Bustos Michel, wu aald to have contact with Adolph HIiier. 

The Mexican Nazis on the web 
site have several reasons to bate 
Jews, and not just because "they 
control the markets, banks and 
governments•• of the world. An 
urgent server message laments that 
"Judeo-Marxists" recently backed 
into the web site. "Using a simple 
Java script code, the Semitic or­
ganization redirected a link to a 
Jewish page." 

At least one Tapatio was unafraid 
to display his Nazi tics. Jo the 1930s, 
businessman and architect Alfonso 
Bustos Michel built the three swas­
tika-laden houses in Colonia 
Modcrna to celebrate his favorite 
Axis power. The descendants of 
Bustos were hesitant to speak with 
the REPORTER. but did confinn 
that he "had contacts with Hitler.'' Young people wearing swasti- passed by. Gays, in fact; are among 

leas on their clothing have been the f cw tta~itiooal enemies that 
spotted at family restaurants and neo-Nazis can target in 
nightclubs. There arc cars with Guadalajara. a city with almost no 
Nazi bumper stickers. The most blacks and only about 2,000 Jews. 
eye-catching Nazi display is found Marcial also reported that dur­
in Colonia Modema where three ing a live music performance at the 
separate houses, their balconies Tl8Dguis Cultural, members of a 
and facades ~rated with swas- heavy metal band decided to in­
tikas, have remained preserved form the audience of their "sup­
and lababited since the 1930s. port for ideological fascism and 

Rogelio Marciitl, an academic rejection of diversity." The all-fe­
director at the Colegio Jalisco, male group, -called Infective, was 
studies adolescent culture in immediately booed off the stage\ 
Guadalajara and Mexico. He said Nobody said it was easy promot­
that for most swastika-wearing ing Nazi-like fascism in• Mexico. 

. youth, the emblem represents 1be notion of "racial purity" does 
nothing more than violence and not plaY. well in a countty wbcrc al­
rebelliousoess. most everybody is mixed race 01 

This helps explain why, despite mestiz.o, and ten pm:eot of the popu­
the ideological contradictions, lation is identified as indigenous, 
Nazi paraphernalia is often sold withtheirownregionalculturesand 
right next to posters of Che languages. • 
'Guevara and other leftist .heroes. Nazi influence has always been· 

Skinheads live in the city, ex- difficult to measure in Mexico. 
plained Marcial, but many are un- From I 934 to I 94(), the country 
fairly tagged u neo-Nazis. Years- was led by Lazaro Cardenas, wbo 
ago, a small group of skinheads leaned more leftist than fascist. 
broke off to promote an "ultra- though be did permit the sale of 
right" agenda, one linked to the petroleum to the Nazi war ma­
National Front movement in Eu- chine. By 1942, -the ttaditiooally 
rope, and they ended up giving all isolationist Mexican government 
shaved-bead y_outh a bad name. was officially on the side of the 

Marcial said that worldwide Allies aud even sent troops to the 
groups like the now defunct Philippines in 1945. 
Skinheads Against Racial Preju- Oddly enough, it was the Mexi­
dice (SHARP), which bas since can Communists who threw their 
been replaced by Red Anarchist support .behind Nazi Germany as 
Skin.beads (RAS), reflect the more a result of the short-lived 1939 
tolerant skinhead mainstream. Non-Aggression Pact signed by 

But there are some true believ- Hitler and Stalin. 
crs in Guadalajara. Al the Satur- During this period, there were 
day Tianguis Cultural in Parque also radigl strains of conserva­
Agua Azui known for a divenity . tism. A wealthy, right-wing army 
of cliques and ideologies, Marcial general, with backing from Catho­
ooce discovered "a group of six or lie fundamentalists, might have 
seven -young men. wbo defined woo Mexico's 1940 presidential 

• themselvct ai skinheads in favor election w~ it not for ruling-party 
of racial discrimination." electoral fraud. 

They showed up in 2002 and The Sinarquiata movement, 
2003 at the Ouadalajar~ Gay cOlllel"VativeCatholicandpopular 

. Ri&hta Parade, uludng Hitler and AJDOOI pe111nta, wu also 1tron1. 
\ bmling lnaulll u the marchen. According to Saint Louil Univer-

sity anthropology professor 
Lorenzo Covarrubias, the 
Sinarquistas "are often seen as the 
closest thing to a fascist response 
in the Mexican dim~nsion in the 
1930s and the 1940s." 

·He explained, "I don't believe 
that there ever existed any 'official' 
link between them and the Nazis in 
Germany, but they did have an ap­
preciation for Franco's Spain and the 
Palange at the time." The 
Sinarquistas still exist and the sym­
bols they use in their publications 
"look quite fascist," said 
Covarrubias, "even though they 
don't approve of such comparisons." 

The members of the National 
Socialist Party of Mexico, bow: 

It remains unclear the soc~­
economic level of these faceless 
cyber-fascists. There is a sense that 
lack of education ~pawns reaction­
ary movements, and - just like 
the Sinarquista peasants -· Nazi 
sympathizers in modem Mexico 
are poor and working class. 

But Marcial at the Colegi9 de 
Jalisco said that the neo-Nazis be 
has met, in addition to the people 
that just wear swastikas as a sym­
bol of violence, often come from 

In a city where 80 percent of old 
houses· have been destroyed by 
wanton development. the Bustos 
structures are ironic symbols of 
historical conservation, for which 
they have even woo awards from 
Guadalajara City Hall. 

Asked her opinion of the house 
on Calle Francia, the wife of 
Bustos' great-grandson said the 
unique architecture represents a 
historical moment in time. She 
added that the current Bustos fam­
ily rejects Nazism. All the same. she 
said she cannot wait to move into 
the house. which is currently occu­
pied by her elderly mother-in-law.□ 
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ENGLISH SPOKEN 

TOP AUTOMOBILE MECHANICS ASH FOR YOUR O/SCOUIIT! 

Parts _and all services for your Imported or Mexican automobile 

[;BCT][[]~-~~~ 
. PAITS LlllllCATJON SUSPENSION BATTERIES AUTOMATIC aurot DIGITAL BRAKES AND SHOCK • 1IAN5MISSIONS ~£ ll'S 

llJJ~iiij:i@fflT\t., t· --!!'!:J®UtU"iRD@ICARS 
•Molordl,,gno,i1/cs ~~ •Chaalsl/l/Ulr. • ·• Com_...._ .. check up of 36 areas.,. • Body wash and Inside vacuufn • • 

~- ~--- - h' • ~ Imported spark pluflS . . -=--===- • , ,res ,,,. • 
• Air niter . . • Suspenaloa lubrication.. • 
• External gas nu.,- •· • • 20w60 mu~de oil change (up to 4 lltets} 
• Fuel ln}tctor clunl~mllntenance , , "'111% 
• Valve and PCV filter change - - ••• .. ••NT 
• Air chamber cleaning -=-=--=- on llbot ~ tltil ad 
• Genera/main,_,,.,_.,,.,,~ C-..,,t., 
• Minor adjustments: ? •prim.,. plu, IVA tu, 1U61«f 18 dlM,t w;-, 1101kf. 
• Anti-smog lnapectlon lllill_ .. _.,._._. ,.,_,,.. mlvdfl,-,.ttd ~ ~ IV., 

• Vw#tlcatlonhologn,m --::.-:.• ~-=====::iealy. ~ 
UPTO 30% SAVINGS ON RJa COLOMOS Nb. 2296. Col. Providencia 
Thil :_,~o~ HIGH Po~:~~s. worksc (Across trom Club Guaclal~are) 
~: • '

114I!Ma~Cd I .,,. can us for directions ••• : :-:.c•:•:• www.alcar."COm.mx 
,_,... TeM.o. ,,. Tels: 3342-G495 / 3342-G496 
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