Drought contmues for clty s ‘Foxes

By Brlan Levinson

- Guadalajara's Atlas soccer team .
had not won a championshipin53
years. The popular joke in the city:
Why don't Atlas fans go to Mass"
Because they can't stand watchmg

the priest raise the cup. . But things

were lookmg different this year.

The team was young and exciting, | _
led by Brazrhan forward Robert |

De tho It boasted one of the
best regular season records in the

Mexican soccer league, and then _

defeated Guadalajara sother, more
-popular team, the Chivas, in ‘the
two- game quarterfinal late last
month.

' Chrvas has a reputation all’ its
own. By tradmon, the team is comi-
) posed ent;rely of Mexican players
No expensive meorted stars. And" -
desplte the team's being owned by
one of Guadalajara s-richest men,”.
‘Omnilifé president Jorge Vergara,
_ Chivas-fans are considered very -
blue:collar. Classist- jokes have it
that these-albariiles: (bncklayers
and masons) drink a coke and eggs-
for breakfast.-And if an Atlas fan
and Chivas fan fall at the same
time from a 12-story building, who
- hits the ground first? The Atlas fari,
-of course, bécause. the ’Chivas fan
goes down cleamng the windows..

-There is, not surprisingly, a

massive rivalry between the two
teams, but the city-did manage to
form SOmethmg of a‘united front
.durmg the semi-finals. Atlasj jer-
seys, 'red ‘and -black, filled
Guadalajara th.lS past week, and
young kids pamted bigA's on their
cheeks; and wore Atlas’ zorros
(foxes) arolmd’ their necks. Many .
Chiva“s‘fans, meanwhile, pledged
temporary allegrance to the Atlas

shouted .
‘_f.chtlang’os" -- the colloqmal term

| ﬂag, 1f only because a v1ctory by

‘thie Mexico. C1ty Pumas ‘would:be
. a geographical drsgrace -
- Jalisco Stadium was packed for

'the second and final’ seml-final

match ‘oti Sunday The crowd
"Get out . of .here,

- for:Mexico City: residents —to-the -

" Puma players.on the field, and to_
' theu' dedicated fans who v were col-

lected .in-the southeast corner of
the stadium. ‘As the game was. set
to begin;- Atlas fans sang "I am

; ro}megro (red and black) apd that's
‘a'sentiment that will never die."
Oné Atlas porra (rabid fan section)-

in-the upper deck unfurled alarge
banner: "Loyalty is not based:on -
how many champ1onsh1ps you've:
won, but in the passron that surs
you up:" ./ =

But Atlas, alréady. traﬂmg by
one'goal from the first game, was
unable to capltahze on some early -
scoring opportumues, -and could
, ot penetrate the Pumas' defénere
-~ stiell for ‘mich: :of ‘the Test: ef the:

_-kllhng goal mmutes befpre the
‘half, then added a second it the -
_47th mmute after a defensrve blﬁn-

der by Atlas; -
‘The mood.in the' stadtum had
now changed The Pumas porra

. waved, ﬂags beat drums and

Jumped in_one .giant . wave of
‘thythm, Atlas fz fans reVerted to therr

‘more despau'mg playhst of songs:
“"Oh, but ow_can I not.love: you;

if my heart is red and my: blood is
black?" On the field, Atlas play-
ers committed needless fouls. Juan
Pablo "El Loquito" ‘Garcia‘was.

thrown of the game after hrs\sec-

.ond yellow card, leavmg his team
a man down for:the last 20 thin-.
‘utes: RobertDe Pinho managed to-

score agoalin the 86th minute, but -

it ‘was a miere footnote from h1s
golden foot. - - :
Andse,ina year when the Bos-

‘ton. Red 'Sox: ended ther,r ‘own

deathly long: tltle-less streak. the -
red ‘and - black Atlas Zorros were"

‘not abl“e to muster up. the samee kind

of: magic orrthe soccer ﬁeld's of

game Pumas scored a mouvaaon-~ Memco

'
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