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lmrili.gr&nts -i~rorn the so·uth live ·h~ere:,tO()_· 
By Brian Levimori · in El Batan, a 

colonia jn the 
Dolores Hemand~z Maldonado n~)Ithern part of 

w~ $}uggled into·Mexico twenty the city. Th~ 
years ago, but she remembers.it like hold twice-a- ~ 
yesterday.-;In May 1984, Hernandez,. µionth reunions 
her two young children, arid· more for the expat 
than 2~. o.tlier Salvad~rans e·sc;;iped s ·a 1 V a d O r a n 
their:-~ar-torn·coun.~ry, ·m9ve·d · comm.unity, 
through Gu~temal~ ~cl across. the· complete with 
border into ~exico~ :_ • typical foods 
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• _ Among her first,ex~riences iri and traditional 
Me_xicO"·•was: hi~g in a Chiapa~ • music. 
graveyard ov:ernight,_ .wondering - . Though per- ,,. 
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how the men - ~noring loudly - haps . better . . . ' Photo by ·a Levinson 

were able to fall asleep. ··La~r; at ·a~ known ·for its ··salvado·ran ·oougl•· .Ceren· Is· still very· atta~hed 
con~tru~tion ,sit~: the group was e x p a· t r i a. t e -~o h~s ~·,-ati~e couiltiy~ He worktfha_rd ~o· mai~tal~ a 
nearly caught w~en the. ¥exican • population • 10 ... strong expat~m~~nity, and promote Salvadoran 
"migra" arrived with ~h lights • ·the ··united lssues .. in Gua«;lalajara. • 
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·and s~ns. _-- , • States, Mexi~ boasts a large nlllil- R~identes en_Jalisco, which boasts 
Th~_ S~:vaclor:ans ma~e ~~-ir way b_er qf i.mmigta1lts· like Perez. and · 7~. member faitji]ies ~~many of 

north, s~eg. ~to ~~ oth~r~s laps Het;nandez_ ~· its o~. bo~rs: . the,in, • he _notes, are comprised of 
in a laige_tnick driv_en·by_a.S~va- ·. Guatemalan, Hon,4ufcm and'Sal-· ·-salvadoran expats and their Mexi­
doran tt:aftick~t.;Foocl was eventu:·. vadoran· • consutates~.- ·here in can SJ)Ouses. · .. · • · ._ • • •• ·. ·-
a~ly_ .• pass~d atou·nct, ·.and. to_'._ Gu~dalajara hl\Ye· each registered -• ~- Cei"enhimselfleftESalvadorm. 
eveirone's_disinay, it w~ bread cov-· .Severa.I hundred,_· so~etimes .-~OU- 19&1 with his ~amUy d~g the first 
ered m· hot c~~- ~'My gaj, -~hen· ·san~s, oftraiispl~ted ~tlzens who year's of the clyil wat.He·js a·com­
does anybody eat.clille in El Salva- are µying in tl!e..:inetropolitatj area munications_andelectrical e~gineer 
d~r/' Heinand~z remembers ~th a and Jalisco state. By inost estimates, for a. comp~ter firm. otlier Salva~ 
smile. They ajl tO$Sed their food out there are at l~t an equal nrimbet o{ donuis iii GQadalajat'a,)1e said;.work 
th~-window . .- • µndocumented Central Ainencans - as doctors; engJ.Ileers,' ·administta- • 

Lu~k.ran out in Guadalajara .. • m·the region. . tors~ in addition to·those-who have • 
Somebody tipped off the city police, -- • ·.~The Guatemalan--· Consul· iq • fact~ry and construction jobs. 
whQ rounded up the i.mrQigrants arid GuadalaJara; Armando ·cruz, esti- 'A& a f;entr:al Afn~rican _at the 
sent -them· p3:cking. Hernandez, ~~ mates tha~ 80 percent· of G~atema- Uruversity of Guada:I~j~ he en- . 
cause she .carried her young, chil-:- • -1ans ·m Mexico are either head~d to countered some discrimination from 
dren~ .was allowed. to ~tay in the . the ·United States, or-had the iriten- fellow students~ Though ~es have 
couptry; • She never would see the tion of doing- s·o -·- in s~arch" of.the since changed, he admits that Sal-
others· again~ • · . - . . • '\~~e~c~ q.ream." ' ~ vado~s ·°:1ust still c~eilt s~reo-

Today she ~asts ~ FM-3 work ·''Th~ Mexican dream," he said,. types, p·amcular-ly ~th the gro~ 
· visa, and is· less· ~ -a- year -~way "is what happe~ .when the money _of ¥ara S_alvatru~lia, a. notori.oµ·s . 
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from obtaini_ng Mexican residency. runs out, they s~ Spanish i~ spoken Salyadotan gang thathas spread, and I 
But she·has not lost her Salva<;lo~· here, and the climate is very nice. • recruited, throughout Nori~ and· : 
pride. She wears t-shirts with the they plan to stay ·here-for ·a .tiµie, Centrci} Aroerica.r • l 

. ! . . 

blue-and.-white flag, and her liyjng save a little more·moQey, and maybe ·' ·_ ''The Sal:vadorans_that arrived in 
r~om wall is decorated with spec-_ in 10-or 15_years continue onto the Mexico· .. in the 19~0s were stigma­
tacular n~tural scenes from back. · United States." • .._ tized as guerrillas~ ~ the .1990s w.e 
home. She also tn~ed another Sal-,. Salvadoran-born Douglas Ceren· we~e thought of only as people en 
vadoran immi~t, Oscar Perez. is co-found~r and ·president.of- tQe route to the United States. ·Now m· 
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Immigrants from· 3 · - hµman ~ckers-- at tbe bor-
. der who off~r passage all_the w~y to 

the 20()0~ they think we are ·an -the :Unit~ ~Sta(es f~r 3,000 dollars 
Maras," he said. • but then abandon the immigrants 

For i~ part, the Iv~exican goyem!'" ~ som~whe~e ii) M~xico.- . 
~ent has been ab!e to create a more . The.re 8.fe-~gh _rates of cnme 
v,elcoming.environment for foreigi- . along Mexico'~ ~outlie~. ·horde~. 
ers, • a~·cording .t9 Ceren~ He .ex- Ytll~il has. been approached- by 
pressed gratitude· for aid PfOvi~ by seyeral victimized ~grants. Qne 
• Mexican aqthorities • follow~g El • _. w~man. '1Vas d¢~_ed at the. border 
Salvador's tragic 2001 emthq~ak~; and.robbed by":uniformed.o~ciai~-­
As for iti)µ,i~tion, h~ said, "In the . _. who refµ_seq-to i~e~f#y ·~e~elv~.: 
pastte~ y~,-~e-'(orei~er ~ wber- • _ ·th~j too~ h~r ~e~ phoµe;~call-~-~eI:-: 
ever he; may c6ri1e from'~- fe·els • .-relatives iii' California and <femanded 
mote(~ to no~ his:papers awiretrcirisfe~·.-of'!iQDey·_~orderto 
• with tb¢:-goy~ent~ -. :_·· · • ··_ ·._..; .·> secure her.release._ ; • . . . . . . .. 
. . Tho~ wcu-ds_were· ~hoed byjlie·. _ >.-.·. /.Qio,~.riotca~.-~ ~~-~rder 
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Salvadoratf .. '. Consul Joaq~1n._·:_ ~gbll1~p· 9n·tb~·pprt;h-s_Q~Jram 
I(oloffQ~~. who::·$ai~- JJie M~~eapi._~ that-~ui~ ~oµgh;G~·1agalaJapl:·Fear- . 
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~ov!IDW~~t;·~- ~OWll:!~~ :'\!~~~ ~#:!g~~~~~Pl:i! ~~~x-~ pay 
wiJlino:-tn:~11'7A Satv~'doraDs"·:·atlQ~:·-:::llie,fare··.-thtf .:· •fuh ··:off-the-train be-: • - o:~ ~""o~.. ,_. ~ . . ,. . _ .- ., .. ~-·-- --~._,_. --.. _¥J_ ... P_.,__ .. __ . __ ,.-:..·. 
-~~~ho~--~~~~:r¥.4~~ro~~~~\:f.~~:~Yll!k~~~-g1~~a~1~J# ~~-
have ~~y~~~ly~1t~f~l~'-·: .• ~.r :-.-.. ~o~t~~~~d:~p~iil: ·the.]iospital 
· But. Koloffo f-lik~ Ann0m1a.--!·~ \vith·tifi>k~t6· s?nie. ·_;me·sentback· 

• ,._: •• -✓•· .J!.. .,.,. ·•!',. ·-1..:.,, •. • -:\ ... ·f-;-.._.,._ ... _::.r-- ·,._.,_ ... ..,,~---·-· .-¥--

Cruz :~~::Ol18ter_najan-:Coiis~tei-- -- across ffi~:&1r4~i.-~faj>v~. . 
-~ a ~caii~.~~1i\vho-~~ bee~-- _ . --Th~ i?1roi~ff~ty·~c1ep~ 
hir¢:HQm.:.abrood to fill bis ·part- -:-tifi~tioµ and·C)J!Ly~a-·few. pairs· <>f 
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._ ·time ~pl~iji-~tic pos~. Certain merit- • ·elotbe~ .. ·lf they· deci.9~fte.~stay iDt 

·~~~:e~:~t:tl~!!~~m"f~~.·.,fe:~.~;i!~~:.1f·:~~!t\ 
Kolc;>ffon-has not expresseci'a strong. • pei'--day ·mirijmum wage:. Regulariz~ • · 
com~ittnent to his immigrant.con~_ .: • ing ~papers;. said Villaroi1; _ is- quite . 
~tuen~y.- -'._ • - . . . • _ • . difficult,_ b~l ~co~es easier if one -, 

Pa~~~-~~a)nU·· Gue.vata,-· the m.anj~s_ ~9-. ™1s
0 
c_iw·dr~n ~with ~ : 

Hondurim consul j.n Guadalajara, is , Mexi~\~i~p!-- ·.-. ·_ ~~- _· · ~-;~ ; <'> ·_ • . • 
a ilative·Qf_Honduras~She painted a' ,_· _Withoµt-p~rs, there ino ~Sur-. 
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less ~sitive porf;rai~ ·9( ·1tj>tji!graDt ~S~-~l~fug.~bJe t_o .rero~in inside· 
• lifein:Mexico. Hondurans, ·sbe sai4, ·tlie.-comitfy. More ·than· 120~000 un-

are u&qally '~elJ)C9'~d ~p~ by_. -... ~®¥i~n~-~9.fketsjvei'e.~epprted I 

, -~exi~an •ci~nst·.~·µt the j~migra-: . ~cl£k·to-tl;leir hojne ~untp.es·'m ioo2. j 
~~D- ag~~cies iQ-M~~CQ-~ often __ ~-:_. ·''Meajc.~-~-:~~ ~i&-.~ith ·th~- l 

• ~~s if(}n-fis~ ~d.alithoritapan." • United. Statestbecause·-·of tbe·-treat-· I 

=. u*4~~~1~~~ often: •. ~-~~nt o~ the~~d~~~ilted .~ork~ j 
cross-.tb~ ~~hi~te nvei:·fn?!ll·Gua- --~,0 s~ V:tU~~-''l?ut~ey~ :Qot , 

. temaJa _into- ~apas·; M~~ico;s • pay_attentip~tohow~e~owngov.;. I 

sou~etnmos~ s~~e.- Vil1amil re-. ·-~=e~en(t;re~t~. CC:ntr~ Ameticart 
coun~ stori~ ~(Mexi~ coy_ott!s • · undQtume~ted~workers." ~ o 
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